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ABSTRACT 


Although the contact between the European powers and 
the Muslim countries in the East is not very recent, the impact 
of the Buropear culture wee felt rather late, It is ditticnit 
to fix the dete after which the Muslim communities is the 
World found themselves Pace to face with the changexbringing 
diafluvence of the Weet; it can however tentatively be eaid that 
the impact of these became apparent more after the First Werld 
War, when the last of the Turkish Caliphe wae deprived of the 
power; whatwoever he had, and the symbol of Muslime® political 
sovereignty ¢isappeared. The Muslims became conscious of the 
fact that in oréer to survive they had to accept the reality 
of the change and have further adopt euch means which may 
enable them to eurvive in the new order of the world, The 
reaction of different Muelim communities of the worlé to thie 
challenge was ¢ifferent; somewhere it waa passive surrender 
with a sense of defeat, like Turkey, somewhere reactionary 
resistence, like Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan, somewhere proge 
reesive reveevaluation of the o14 and adaptation of the new 
values according to the needs of the community as happened in 
Egypt, Iran, Pakistan, Iraq an@ other Arab countries, Whate 
ever the caee may be, one thikg is quite clear that all the 
Muelim world is facing a challenge from *3:» Europe, which has 
forced them to take an account of what they have and what they 
lack, One part of this situation is the position of women in 


the Muslim communities, eepecially their education, In certain 
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quartere it is alleged that Islam has been reeponeible for 
the present condition of women in different Muslim commtni~ 
ties and that according to Islamic principles, it is diffi- 
cult te face the challenge offered by Burope. 

The present study is an attempt to fake an account 
of the situation in genral and survey the education of the 
Muslim women in particular. The etudy aime at briefiy 
diecussing the question of women education in Islam, and at 
discovering the factors responsible for the lag in thie field 
if Islamic principles are not, 

The atudy opens with a brief discussion of the 
nature and significance of the problem, basic assumption of 
the etudy, method employed and limitations thereof, The study 
is fourepronged s to determine Islam's position viseaovis women 
education; Muslim educational practices during the early and 
medieval periods ané their relationship with te Islamic 
principles; a brief discussion of the clash between the Islamic 
principles and crystallized local practices and present 
needs of the education of Muslim women in the light of the 
Islamic principie. 

The method employed is library reeearch, complemented 
by personal interviews and a study of the Muslim communities 
from sociological point of view, 

The introductory chapter is folliwed by a chapter ree 
lating to the position of Ielam relating—to—education in 


general and education of the women in particular, It has beea 
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brought out that Islam lays basic emphasis on education and 
makes it binding on every Muslim, man or woman, to seek knowe 
ledge. From the Quran and the traditions of the Prophet::, it 
has been shown that Islam is not in favour of blind faith but 
rather invites all ite followers to think and arrive at their 
own conclusion. Thies makes education obligatory for every one. 
In so far as women are concerned, education for them seems to 
be more important ae Islam entruete them with the sole respon= 
sibility of bringing up healthy children ané also of managing 
the home in order to provide a happy environment to the 
indiviéuais who may in return find themselves fit to perform 
their social roles. This aiso leade ue to conclude that Ielam, 
by alloting different eocial roles to its women followers, 

does provide for different type of education for giris. We 
have also mentioned in thie chapter different medieval Muslim 
inetitutione where educationwas provided. We have aiso 
referred to the schools founded by ladies in differnt erase 
eepecially during the Ayyubide period. 

The third chapter relates to the education of the 
women in the early periods of Islamic history. It has been 
brought out that in the eatly period starting from the life 
of the Prophet, girls were educated privately at their homes, 
by their male relatives or teachers otherwise available. 

We have mentioned the names «- and number of cele~ 
brated women who were famous in different educational fieides 


like literature, poetry, mueic, and medicine, From this 
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diecuesion it appeare that Muslim woman participated in all 
social fields, she acteé as a judge, as soldier, politician 
and social reformer. It has aiso been explained that the 
' deficiency in the field of Women Bducation resulted from 
the Pact thet I have just mentioned that the girls were usually 
educated in their houses, by their relatives or other teachers 
available, Later on, this practice continued and nobody took 
any step to review the situation, @ much so, thet it reached 
a stage of crystallization. Once the system was accepted 
generally, nobody ever tried to review the situation under 
the changed circumstances, Bven when al-Ghazali, attempted 
to recast the d@{rriculum of Ielamic schoole, he did not make 
any effort to attend the education of the girls and left it 
untouched, At that time, during the early periode of Abbaside 
Caliphate, the door of Ijtihad was closed and thus aii possi~ 
bilities of changing the practices according to the changing 
neede of the communities disappeared, 

The fourth chapter deals with the education of the 
Muelim Women in the present era ané the factors responsible 
for the stagnation of Muslims in respect of the education of 
the Muslim women, It has been bronght out that Ielamic prin~ 
ciples were affected by the local practices of the communities 
which accepted Islam, The moet important of the influences 
which have been responsible for adversity affecting the 
principles of Ialam an@d leading to the present condition of 


Muslim women’s education are Byzantian, Iranian and Hindu, 


In all these societies, the position of women does 
not appear to be more than appendage to the man, In Byzantian 
Empire, upper class women seem to have gome freedom in their 
daily lives butthe middle and lower classes did not consider 
their women=-folk fit to take part in the builting up of the 
society except as a means of reproduction, Similarly, in 
Iranian society of that time and according to Zeorostrian 
doctrines, women were considered to be the representative 
of evil, and as hae been shown, the Pahlavi word for woman 
is synonymous with the whore, The Hindu society as well 
treated woman as subservient to the needs and desires of men, 
They were not coneidered as having their own social entity. 

It haa also been said that the influence of these local prac 
tices could not be given up by the newly converted Moslems, 
and with the passage of time these local practices were 
treated ae Islamic practices, 

The fifth chapter can be divided into two parts: 
firet part undertakes a brief survey of the educational 
development of different Muslim countries especially relating 
to the education of women; and in the second we have given a 
round up as well ae conclusions of the study, The first part 
discloses that with coming into contact with tke European 
influences, ail Muslim communities without any exgeption, have 
gradually realized their lag in the field and have been making 
continued efforts to make up for the deficiency, Ina a11 Muslim 


countries, the number of schools and other educational 


aie 


inetitutions for the girls ae well as the number of girls student 
has enormously increased and ia showing constant and consistent 
upward trend, In addition to this tendency, it has further been 
observed that ali these countries have either tranepianted an 
educational system from a European country or adepted with minor 
changes. No attempt has been made inany one of these areas to 
undertake « survey of the needs of the community and te. determine 
the social role of their girlie and then formulating an educa= 
tional syetem according to the reerit achieved through this 
survey, There appears to be more emphasis on imitation of 
Europe rather than a pelies of taking the best for one's own 
needa, 
The second part of the chapter relates to the conclue 
sions of the study. These conclusione are summarized as follons: 
i} Islam attaches great importance to education and 
women are also obliged to get education alongwith men, 
ii) There ie no injuction eaying that women should not 
be educated, 
iii) Under the foreign influences and local practices, 
Muslim communities gradually forget to implement 
Isiamic principles into actual practices. One of 
the results of this forgetfulnese was that a lag 
appeared in the fieid of women education and by the 
en¢d of Muslim Gliphate, the condition of Muslim women 


in the world can easily be eaid to be diplorabie, 
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iv) After the firat World War, the Muslim countries 
have a trend to change according to the dictate 
of the new order and there have appeared continued 
efforts to give increased educa$ionai facilities 
to the girls. 

v) In all Muelim countries, the emphasia is an imitae 
tion of Burope rather than a realization of the 
needs of the community. There has thus been no 
effort made to evolve a system of education suitable 
for the community based npon ite own cultural 


traditions . 


These conclusione are follwed by a brief discussion 
of the principles of Islamic education. It has been contended 
that as Ieiam is not merely a system of theological practices 
but a complete code of life, and as a11 Muslim communities have 
been used to Ielamic practices, it is in their interest of self 
identity that they should base their educational system on the 
Islamic principles, otherwise they might be able to copy the 
Weetern pattern of life, but they wi 1 never be abie to aseert 


themselves ae cultural entities. 
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